THE PEOPLES OF THE ARCTIC
were of the original herd: the rest had been born on
the way.
Modern exploration has thus taught Eskimos how to
breed reindeer, and thereby attempted to remedy some
of the old damage. But the scientists seek to help the
Eskimos in another way also. It has already been told
how after Jensen's investigations it became possible
to introduce cod-fishing into West Greenland. Experts
have discovered where the cod is, and keep an eye on
their numbers, while the administration sees to procuring
fishing-gear and boats for the Greenlanders, and sends
up fishermen from Europe to teach them the art.
Archaeologists have shown that the old Norsemen bred
cattle when they lived in South Greenland in the four-
teenth century, and this has led to cattle-breeding among
the present-day Greenlanders there, and sheep-rearing
in particular has become a very important activity.
Geologists have found big marble deposits, and many
Greenlanders now earn their living by working in the
big quarries. One of the chief tasks of the Three-Year
Expedition was to find out whether Eskimos could live
in North-East Greenland. The zoologists examined the
fish and game available, and the archaeologists found out
what the former inhabitants had lived on, so that we now
know whether with an increasing population it is possible
to bring Greenlanders over to this region too.
Special groups are sent out to observe the health of the
Eskimos and their living conditions. A year or two ago
a Norwegian doctor lived among the Angmagssalik
Eskimos to find out whether the natives' food was suffi-